Information Services: To speed the translation of research results into widespread
application, the National Cancer Act of 1981 authorized a Cancer Control Program to
demonstrate and communicate to both the medical community and general public the latest
advances in cancer prevention and management. The program identifies cancer knowledge
and technology and makes it available to health practitioners and the public through
cooperative efforts with private and community organizations. Prevention, detection, and
treatment information is prepared by NCI and distributed through community-based
organizations and Comprehensive Cancer Center's communications offices to high-risk
groups.

The Cancer Information Service (CIS) is a toll-free telephone hot line, which supplies
information about cancer and resources available to cancer patients. Regional CIS offices
serve about 70 percent of the U.S. population; the remainder is served by the CIS at the
National Cancer Institute in Bethesda, MD. CIS offices can provide specific information on
particular cancer sites, detection programs, local resources for cancer patients (e.g.,
treatment and rehabilitation facilities, home care assistance, availability of transportation)
and facts about the process of patient referral to physicians and consultation among health
professionals. Information about possible causes of cancer, how to help prevent cancer, and
how different forms of cancer are detected also is available. For the nearest CIS office,
consult the white pages of your telephone directory or call the appropriate telephone
number listed above.

NCI's Office of Cancer Communications distributes printed materials free of charge to the
general public, patients, and health professionals. These include general pamphlets about
cancer, its causes, preventions, and treatment, as well as publications on specific types of
cancer, guidelines for patients undergoing therapy, and resource booklets for professionals.
A list of publications distributed by the NCI is available from the Office of Cancer
Communications, listed above.

NCI's Organized Dissemination Projects, multimedia information activities, center on
specific topics. Health planners and communicators review the state of knowledge in
particular subject areas and produce educational materials covering such topics as treatment
options, diagnosis, and prevention. Dissemination projects have included smoking, breast
cancer, coping with cancer, and asbestos. Hundreds of thousands of patient information and
physician kits are distributed, along with posters, slide-tape presentations, and booklets on
each topic. Materials are tested by NCI for effectiveness before being used in the projects.

NCI also supports the Cancer Information Clearinghouse (see separate entry), which
documents the availability of cancer education materials around the country.

The monthly Journal of the National Cancer Institute presents original reports of cancer
research by scientists around the world. Other NCI publications include the Monograph
Scries for proceedings of scientific meetings and other lengthy reports, and Cancer
Treatment Reports.
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